Animal Ethics

Ramona Ilea, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Pacific University

ramona.ilea@pacificu.edu
Bttp:/Awvww.pacificu.edu/as/philosophy/faculty/ramona-ilea.cfm



History

" Animal issues thought to be a 20%/215t century
1ssue. But this 1s not true.

Seneca (4 BC-65CE)
Pythagoras

lagoreans also have positive views of women (could
hilosophy, etc)

hies: reason > passion, men >
en > slaves, people > animals



More Recent Ideas

And not Descartes: basic 1idea: animals are like
watches

avorable to animals: Voltaire, Percy Shelley,
eremy Bentham, Mill, Tolstoy, Gandhi

phical theories/positions — most agree that
als deserve moral consideration



Peter Singer

' (B. 1946)

m Regarded as the founder of the animal rights
movement

Animal Liberation (1975): widely regarded



Equality = ?

= When we say that all human beings,
regardless of race, creed, or sex, are
equal, what 1s that we are asserting?

uality 1s a moral 1dea, not a simple
el 10n of fact” (p. 3).

1 to count for one and none for
L_O- one” (p. 3)



Equal Consideration of Interests

If a being suffers, his/her interests deserves
equal consideration



Speciesism

® “Speciesism 1s a prejudice or attitude of bias
in favor of the interests of members of one’s
own species and against those of members
of other species” (bottom p 6)

g animal products sacrifices major
of animals for minor interests of



Tom Regan

« He and Singer are regarded as the philosophical
founders of the animal rights movement

The Case for Animal Rights (hard core
philosophy) & numerous other books (some like

€ntertainment, etc.
Shieuld not be used as a means to an end.



Regan’s Goals

= Main objection: treating animals as
resources (p. 1)

oal: “the total abolition of animal

esearch: the total dissolution of commercial

8 Iture; and the total elimination
mercial and sport hunting and

. j_)




arol Adams (feminist approach)

= “Women and animals are similarly
positioned 1n a patriarchal world, as objects



Matthew Scully

' Previously senior speechwriter for George W.
Bush

Main speechwriter of Sarah Palin’s convention

paEkcan google him for more info, including
IIEEVIEWS



Proposition 2

. Background

m What would Singer and Regan say?

What do you think?

fore info at: http://www.yesonprop2.com/



